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dared to include tuberculosis in the list of notifiable diseases,
for wherever an attempt to notify this disease has been
made the unfortunate sufferers have been hounded out
of house and home on the demand of their neighbours,
and in some instances have been unable to find a lodging
anywhere. M. Clemenceau, President of the Council,
has just issued a circular to every pr&eacute;fet reminding
him that the law is to be carried out absolutely.
M. Clemenceau, who was formerly a practising medical man,
is in sympathy with the view that the responsibility for
notifications should be divided between the medical man and
the head of the family. But, he adds, to do this requires a
new law and he will bring in a Bill to that effect as soon as
possible. Meantime every prefet is to impress upon every
medical man that he must obey the law as it stands. If any
medical man should be recalcitrant the pr&eacute;fets are asked to
apply the penalties provided for in the law and to remove the
medical man from exercising any function or office which he
may hold by prefectual permission.

Medical Eduacation.
At a meeting of the Society of Medicine held on Feb. 27th

M. Louis Regis and M. P. Gallois read the report of the
committee which had been appointed to inquire into medical
education. The report asked for the widening of the Councils
of Faculties so as to include representatives of practitioners
and students in addition to professors ; freedom of action for
faculties, both financial and administrative ; the establish-
ment of "privat-docentism," with payment by pupils ; and
finally, the establishment of a public or private hospital as
a teaching centre. M. Le Fur and M. Toledano spoke in
support of these proposals.

The Sterilising of Milk without Heat.
At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on

March 1st M. Dastre communicated a paper embodying the
result of some researches undertaken by M. Victor Henri and
Dr. Stodel. They found that by submitting milk to the
action of the ultra-violet rays from a mercury quartz lamp
perfect sterilisation was obtained. It was equally efficacious
in the case of milk as obtained from different dairies and
with that artificially infected with different microbes. There
was no notable rise of temperature and the sterilisation took
place quickly. This action of the ultra-violet rays is one
more proof of the abiotic properties which have found a
wide application in Finsen’s treatment. Only recently
M. Dastre has been able to demonstrate mice which had
been suffering from cancerous tumours completely cured by
these rays.
The Prophylaxis of Malaria amongst the Natives of the Soudan.
M. Bouffard, who has shown that the medicinal prophy-

laxis of malaria gives good results amongst Europeans,
regrets the fact that financial consideration forbids its appli-
cation amongst natives. He has investigated the chief
resting-places of the anopheles larvas and considers that these
could be considerably diminished by filling up the old
abandoned quarries, by levelling the soil, and by diminishing
the number of shafts. A determined anti-malarial campaign
is an urgent necessity for the future of the colony, and
vaccination officers might be employed in carrying it out.
M. Bouffard made these observations at the Tropical Diseases
Society on Feb. 10th.

The Migrations of the Bacillus of Leprosy.
M. Marchoux communicated to the Academy of Medicine

on Feb. 23rd the results of his observations on the part
played by the leucocytes in the migrations of Hansen’s
bacillus. By slightly pricking the skin with a needle in the
neighbourhood of a leproma or leprous tubercle a droplet of
blood can be squeezed out, preparations of which show a
certain number of white cells containing lepra bacilli.
These parasite-laden leucocytes, which have their normal
habitat in the periphery of the leproma, may become

migratory if any febrile disturbance or intercurrent infec-
tion should occur and thus become the carriers of the
bacilli through the body. The blood examination described
is of great diagnostic assistance and is, of course, much
easier to do than is the examination of an excised piece of
tissue,

The Academy of Medicine.
The election of a Free Associate of the Academy of

Medicine of Paris has resulted in the success of M. Paul

Strauss, who received 66 votes ; his chief competitor was
M. Voisin, who received 12 votes.
March 8th.

ITALY.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Small-pox in Italy.
FROM Cinquefrondi (Reggio Calabrese) I learn that the

epidemic of small-pox, which called into play the active
intervention of the Red Cross, has finally been stamped out-
thanks to prompt and rigorous isolation, to systematic dis-
infection, and to general revaccination. Touching the out-
break at Parma, Dr. Alfredo Frassi, Director of the Local
Board of Health, makes a reassuring announcement as to the
epidemic. The cases that occurred at Borgo Torto can only
be explained (he says) by the proximity of the camera
mortuaria of the military hospital, in which the infected
soldier’s body was laid-a warning of which practical note
has been taken. During the prevalence of the epidemic, he
adds, "it is to be remarked that only the patients who had
not been vaccinated died; while, in the case of those who
had undergone that prophylactic, the intensity of the disease
was proportioned to the time that had elapsed since re-

vaccination had been practised." An official intimation
was sent out recently from the Ministry of the Interior
that" the local authorities have, by energetic and systematic
intervention, arrested the diffusion of the disease. For more
than 15 days no fresh cases have been reported, while the
health conditions of Parma, never seriously compromised,
have now resumed their normally satisfactory tenor." In

spite of this reassuring statement I am in a position to state
that the disease has not been stamped out; on the contrary,
fresh cases have occurred, one of which died on March 4th.
This was that of a woman whose brother is under treatment
from the same cause. In her case the disease ran an

ominously rapid course-in keeping with the virulence of its
character. The truth is that not only in Southern and
Northern Italy has it declared itself, but even, though
sporadically, in the Centre. One popular and (at this season)
largely frequented sun trap " has been invaded by the un-
welcome visitor, so that the local hygienic authority is

insisting on the revaccination of the whole community; and
all this because the Jennerian prophylactic has either, in the
first instance, been perfunctorily practised, or, in the second,
because its repetition, even when urgently indicated, has 

’

been neglected or performed on but a few.
March 6th.

VIENNA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Treatment of Bronchial Asthma by l6lcans o Brcatleing
Exercises.

: WHILST treating emphysema of the lungs by breathing
exercises Dr. Hofbauer, who has constructed a special
apparatus for this purpose, noticed that in several cases not
only the emphysema disappeared but that bronchial asthma
if present also improved to a marked degree. A series of

systematic trials was then made on cases of pure bronchial
asthma. Such cases especially as had been treated by nasal
surgical procedures or with iodine, atropine, or morphine
were selected. These good results were described in a paper
read before the Gesellschaft der Aerzte recently. The method
consists in teaching the patients to lengthen their expiration
as much as possible without straining and to shorten the in-
spiratory phase of breathing. This is controlled by the sound of
a bell ringing during expiration and silent during inspiration.
The intervals are regulated by an electric mechanism and
the patient gradually learns to change his mode of breathing
accordingly. The exercises are continued for months at
home and their effect is not only a permanent relief of strain
on the lung but the exertion of very beneficial effect on the
psychic condition of the patient. Dr. Hofbauer showed four
patients of the worst tvpe, who had been pronounced typical
asthmatics by recognised authorities and who as a result of


